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PUBLISHERS’ NOTES
In this issue we look at three fabulous major remodeling projects 

from around the Capital Region. The first, by Teakwood Builders, 
creates a new and expanded living space for a young family. The 
next, by Witt Construction, brings a total new look and feel to a 
family’s existing home. The last, by Otterbeck Builders, made some 
dramatic changes to a family’s dream home.

We also have included a section on some of the big winners from 
the 2015 Saratoga Showcase homes with beautiful photos by our 
feature photographer Randall Perry.  Congratulations to the Saratoga 
Builders Association for producing a fabulous event year after year 
that has donated more than $900,000 since it began 20 years ago.

Congratulations are also in order to Randall Perry on 30 years of 
fantastic photography. Thanks Randall for 20-plus years of providing 
our publications with incredible photos to accompany our features!

Rita & Craig Stevens
Publishers
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BUILDING & DESIGN NEWS
CRBRA partners 
with Catholic 
Charities to 
renovate Sunnyside

Capital Region Builders and 

Remodelers Association had partnered 

with Catholic Charities of the Diocese 

of Albany successfully on two projects: 

to replace a roof for a disaster client in 

Grafton and build three cabins at Camp 

Scully, Catholic Charities summer camp.

The call went out again to help 

with another project for a Sunnyside 

Child Development Center in Troy and 

association members responded.  Dett 

Otterbeck of Otterbeck Builders served as 

project manager. The center targets high-

risk youth, incorporating family services 

with a broad range of preventive and 

intervention strategies.

The project included adding a 

kitchen to the center because it had been 

in a separate building and food had to be 

carried over to the center. The boiler room 

had to be moved because it was in the 

middle of the building and the bathrooms 

had to be reconfigured.

Most of the labor and much of 

the materials were donated, including 

cabinetry and countertops. 
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AFTER SEARCHING FOR A YEAR FOR THE PERFECT HOME 
A GROWING FAMILY FINDS A HOME TO REMODEL AND MAKE THEIR OWN
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Having outgrown their home 

with the birth of a third child, a 

young couple spent more than a 

year looking for a move-in ready home to 

fit their needs with no success. Then they 

found a charming 1942 Cape Cod with 

white cedar-shake siding in Loudonville. 

The grounds were appealing with a 

circular drive and tall pines, but the house 

was not quite large enough and not their 

style.

“It was a very formal house,” the 

homeowner said. “It had a lot of character 

deep down, but somebody must have hired 

a decorator and spent so much on fancy 

moldings and faux-finish paint for every 

room. When I first started showing my 

family, everybody walked in and [said] 

‘Oh’.”  Despite the lack of enthusiasm 

she had a vision of what the house could 

be and rather than accept something that 

didn’t suit their style, the couple decided 

they would rather gut this house and have 

it the way they wanted it than settle for 

less.

That decision made, the couple 

searched for a contractor with residential 

historical expertise that would “keep the 

feel of the old house.”  After interviewing 

several firms they chose Teakwood 

Builders “because their style is what I had 

envisioned, what I had been looking for in 

Albany and couldn’t find.”

Teakwood President Jim Sasko 

assembled a team that included architect 

Scott Wallant and the homeowners’  

interior designer Christine Vescio of 

Regent Design Services. “We were able 

to retain Scott Wallant as the architect 

because we are a design/build firm. He did 

a great job producing that addition,” Sasko 

said, “and Christine had great ideas.” 

Every room needed something.  The 

team helped the homeowners prioritize 

what could be accomplished within their 

budget and tight schedule – work began 

in January and the homeowners wanted to 

move in by summer. 

The crew worked at a hectic 

pace, stripping the faux finishes off the 

walls and repainting.  They built custom 

Formal to rustic transition 
for mid-20th century Cape
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The huge “man cave,” left, incorporating 
a billiard room, theater room and sitting 
room in one huge space features 
reclaimed barn wood and refurbished 
hickory floors. The cozy family room off 
the kitchen, below left, had an old barn-
wood mantel over the fireplace added. 
Below, more kitchen storage was added 
by converting a first floor bathroom into a 
large pantry for added storage.

shelves and cabinets and had new lighting 

installed.  The original hickory floors were 

sanded and refinished, with the exception 

of the playroom, saving thousands of 

dollars.  A tile floor and new millwork 

were installed in the three-season room. 

“They were able to help us take what we 

have here and really maximize it,” the 

homeowner said.

The master suite is basically the 

addition.  “There is some overlap because 

the bedroom itself is the portion that is 

truly the addition. But the closets overlap 

what was the existing bedroom space and 

the bathroom is essentially the same space.  

We just expanded it,” Sasko explained. 

While most of the kitchen was left 

for the future, a pantry was created by 

converting a full first-floor bathroom and 

moving the opening to the kitchen side.  

“I think that was set up for someone who 

wanted a first-floor bedroom there with a 

full bath.  That wasn’t part of this family’s 

need, ” noted Sasko. 

The billiard room and sitting room 

are one big room that backs up to a theatre 

room  – essentially the man cave with a 

72-inch large screen TV and surround 

sound speakers. The pool table is open 

to that space. Using the barn wood that 

is featured in this area and elsewhere in 

the house was Christine Vescio’s idea, an 

idea that was in keeping with the family’s 

casual, rustic style. 

 “This is an existing addition that 

was probably garage space attached to 

this house at one time.  It was a massive 

great room, but it wasn’t divided up. So 

part of the design concept was to split it up 

to create a sitting area, theatre space and 

billiard room. Because it is off the main 

house it is not directly below or close 

to any bedrooms, so we didn’t have to 

soundproof it,” Sasko explained.

There is an additional bedroom that 
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The large glass enclosure in the beautifully tiled spacious master bath, top left, is from Precision 
Glass & Aluminum. Above, the secluded guest bedroom suite sports a reclaimed barn-wood 
feature wall with built-ins and recessed lighting.

was updated also, really a guest suite, that 

is almost a wing unto itself on the other 

side of the house.  “You walk through 

the game room, then through a mud hall 

behind the garage that connects to a 

sizable bedroom with a loft above and an 

adjacent bathroom,” said Sasko.

While the house needed a lot of 

updating the additional square footage 

was not huge, roughly about 1,000 sq. 

ft.  “It really wasn’t about the addition as 

much as it was every room in the house 

was touched, remodeled – everything. It 

took about six months. The homeowners, 

who were quite involved, were great.  

Really excited about it. It was really a 

huge transformation for them,” Sasko 

concluded. 

Photos ©
 Scott B

ergm
ann Photography

 The master bedroom, above, features a 
dramatic ceiling design and finely crafted built-
ins. Light streams in through windows from 
Crawford Door and Window Sales. 
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Before

A CAPE COD-STYLE HOME GETS A 
WHOLE-HOUSE MAKEOVER THAT 

EXPANDS LIVING SPACE FOR A FAMILY 
TO STAY IN THE HOME THEY LOVE 

As if it was always there …As if it was always there …
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This whole-house remodel expanded a Cape-style home and turned it into a more open, family 
friendly space that looked like it had always been there.  The Witt-designed pool house includes 
an outdoor shower and bathroom. 

Wanting a first-floor master 

suite, but with a desire to 

stay in the home where he 

lived from the time he was in college, the 

homeowner decided to remodel.  He also 

felt it important to retain the home where 

his children were most comfortable.  So 

he and his wife called upon the services of 

Witt Construction’s Remodeling Division. 

This brick Cape Cod in Brunswick 

was on a lovely double lot, which offered 

the opportunity for expansion.  John Witt 

and his team essentially “blew the house 

up.”  He described the basic process: “We 

tore off the existing garage and tore apart 

the kitchen, then added a three-car garage, 

a new mudroom, family room and kitchen. 

In the main part of the house we opened 

up the den and old dining room to make 

one large dining room. We renovated the 

living room, then added a private master 

wing and den off the right side of the 

house.”
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Photos ©
 R

andall Perry Photography

The main upstairs bathroom, formerly the girls’ 
bathroom, features a glass shower enclosure  
from Precision Glass & Aluminum for the  
Kohler tub from Security Plumbing & Heating 
Supply, which also provided other fixtures. 
Pella Architect Series windows and doors from 
Crawford Door and Window Sales are used 
throughout the house.

The new master bedroom suite features reclaimed beams and a fireplace with Witt built-ins (top) 
and a spacious master bath with walk-in closet.  With a unique faucet, the Kohler “Tea for Two” 
tub is a classic and features a variable speed whirlpool. A steam shower completes the package.   

The master wing contains an 

office/den for him and a cozy master 

suite, which is off the back of the house 

providing privacy, and featuring reclaimed 

beams and a fireplace in the bedroom. 

An interesting feature can be seen in the 

connecting hallway with the master wing 

where Witt left the exposed brick from the 

original house, so that what had been an 

exterior wall was now an interior wall.

Upstairs the crew renovated the 

girls’ bathroom, turning it into the main 

bathroom, and added a new one for their 

son, plus a cedar closet. They essentially 

created an upstairs where there hadn’t 

been one before.

The homeowners were very 

involved in the process.  Scott Lee, 

manager of Security Plumbing and 



14          CAPITAL REGION BUILDING & DESIGN SPRING 2016

Ph
ot

os
 ©

 R
an

da
ll 

Pe
rr

y 
Ph

ot
og

ra
ph

y

Top to bottom left: The new kitchen 
reflects the homeowner’s desire for the 
look of Provence, with maple Wood Mode 
cabinetry from Columbia Cabinets and 
plumbing fixtures from Security Plumbing 
and Heating Supply.  The new family room 
with its custom Witt built-ins features Pellla 
Architect Series windows and doors from 
Crawford Door and Window Sales.  The 
spacious new mudroom provides plenty of 
storage and a back staircase (not shown).

Heating Supply’s Saratoga Bath 

Expressions showroom, worked with them 

to achieve what they wanted to fit their 

style.  For the bathrooms he put together 

custom shower packages, helped select 

a variety of fixtures — mostly Kohler, 

but also some from other manufacturers 

when a specific look was needed.  “It is 

really rewarding when after the end of 

the process you have a customer who is 

absolutely thrilled with the end result,” 

Scott noted.

At the entrance to the house the 

foyer stayed much the same, but not 

the staircase.  Witt said with a chuckle 

that “the staircase wound around, so we 

changed it to avoid hitting your head 

going up.”  A first-floor guest suite was 

redone with new drywall and paint, but the 

bathroom was remodeled. The home had 

a radiant heat system that had pipes in the 

wall and ceiling. This was removed and a 

new radiant floor system was installed. 

Outside landscaping was redesigned 

and installed, including adding a pool and 

a pool house designed by John Witt, with 

an outdoor shower and bathroom.

Of the project Witt said: “I am really 

proud of the way the design came out.  It 

looks like it was always there, sort of like 

a California rambler that was added on 

through the years. It flows very naturally 

and it lives great. It is just a great fit, a 

great family house.”
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DESIGNER FEEDBACK

A Touch of Provence in Brunswick

AMY VAN WIE, DESIGNER
COLUMBIA CABINETS

Designers love when clients come into the showroom full 

of ideas and pictures. But I think the homeowner of the 

Brunswick remodel by Witt Construction was my first client to come 

to our first meeting with a plate. But not any plate, rather a beautiful 

Terre e Provence charger. She told me this was her inspiration for the 

kitchen and, I must say, if it is possible to capture the sun-drenched 

harmony of Provence in a single handmade object, this earthenware 

would be it. And from there the process began, creating a little 

perfect sliver of Provence right here in New York State.

Stepping into this kitchen, it is 
hard to believe you are not in a sun-filled 
château in Aix-en-Provence. Grand in 
its scale but intimate in its details, this 
magnificent project captures the splendor 
of luxury and, at the same time, the 
warmth of what is, at its heart, a family 
space. 

The best of appliances were 
integrated into the design including a Sub-

Zero refrigerator, two Bosch dishwashers, 
a 48” Wolf range and a 24” built-in Wolf 
microwave. The Kohler Whitehaven 
farm sink is beautifully accessorized 
with a Rohl faucet. The custom stucco 
hood is enhanced with an arched mantle 
and enkeboll corbels. The bead board 
accents and true divided bevel glass doors 
are examples of the detail considered 
throughout the space. But the stunning 

show stopper of the kitchen is the massive 
island with open bookshelves on each 
end for display and a 3” thick magnificent 
black walnut top with decorative edge.

GO digital
www.capitalregionbuilding.com
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HOMEOWNERS’ DREAM HOME GETS MAJOR 
CHANGES TO TRULY MAKE IT THEIR OWN 

A crane is needed to complete work in the back of the house to achieve the finished look shown 
above top. Windows and doors in the additions were from Crawford Door and Window Sales. A 
2-car garage was added (right) to the existing 2-car garage.

With some hand sketches 
of changes to a house he 
had dreamed of owning, 

this homeowner enlisted the help of 
Otterbeck Builders to handle a major 
remodeling of his dream home.  Having 
been a past client of Dett Otterbeck for 
work on another home he was confident 
that he would be pleased with the results.

Taking the hand sketches of the 
four additions and inside renovations, 
Otterbeck enlisted the same team that 
worked on the previous home, including 
architect Tim Gallagher of Architex to do 
the plans.

There was one addition on the end 
of the house where a patio had been. This 
became the office/den. At the back the 
kitchen and dining room were bumped 
out 10 feet.  Next to that there was 

Before

A dream comes trueA dream comes true
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another 10-foot bump out to enlarge the 
master suite. On the right side of the house 
an additional two-car garage was added to 
the existing two-car garage.

It wasn’t easy to achieve all this 
because the back of the lot had limited 
space. While a landscaper handled most 
of the finish work – hardscape, drainage, 
retaining walls, sod and patios, Otterbeck 
did the backfill and the tamping. “We 
put a road in  front of the house to pump 

The spacioius master bath  includes a fireplace built into the wall and vented through the 
garage.  The glass shower enclosure and the swanstone shower were installed by Precision 
Glass & Aluminum. The master bedroom was bumped out ten feet as seen in the exterior photo, 
above left. A fireplace was added to this room as well.

In process
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concrete up and over the house because 
there was no way to get a cement truck 
in the back of the house,” Otterbeck 
said. “We used a small excavator to do 
the digging because of the drop off and 
they wanted to enlarge the yard as well. 
We were there about six months and the 
landscaper even longer.”

The original kitchen cabinetry was 
donated by the homeowner to Habitat for 
Humanity and was replaced by Legacy 
cabinetry from Curtis Lumber. All the 
backsplashes and countertops are granite. 
Hardwood floors in the kitchen and 
dining room were matched to the existing 
hardwood. In the bumped out master 
suite a fireplace was added not only in 
the bedroom, but one was inserted into 
the wall in the master bath, something the 
homeowner had always wanted.

Otterbeck tells how the fireplace 
came to be in the office/den: “The brick 
on the wall under the TV was actually 
the outside of the house. So we cut a hole 
through the masonry and our mason took 
those bricks and made a hearth. That brick 
and stonework was technically the outside 
of the house. [The fireplace installer] split 
the unit to create a 2-way fireplace.  Then 
we pieced all the stone back in and did a 
minor touch up on the other side.”

Before

Before
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The 2015 Saratoga Showcase of 
Homes was a great success with 11 award-
winning builders presenting 12 homes 
in Saratoga County and nearly 3,000 
people purchasing tickets to tour these 
beautiful new homes on display over three 
weekends – September 19-20, 26-27 and 
October 3-4. 

Proceeds totaling $44,000 were 
presented to Rebuilding Together Saratoga 
County and Habitat for Humanity 
of Northern Saratoga, Warren and 
Washington Counties by the Saratoga 
Builders Association. This premiere new-
home tour event has now contributed over 
$915,000 to our local charities since its 
inception 20 years ago. 

Each year the event gives the 
community an opportunity to preview 
current trends in building, landscaping, 
decorating and interior design. In what 
has become an Autumn tradition in this 
area, the association is looking forward to 

From left to right: Barry Potoker, Executive Director – Saratoga 
Builders Association & Co-Chair; Michelle Larkin, Executive Director 
– Rebuilding Together Saratoga County; Stephan von Schenk, President 
– Adirondack Trust Company; Doug Winters, President – Saratoga 

Top right, Saratoga Builders Association 
President Doug Winters presents Matt 
McPadden of McPadden Builders with the 
People’s Choice award for the Classic Home 
category. Right, President Winters presents 
John Witt of Witt Construction with the 
People’s Choice awards for both the Executive 
and Luxury Home categories.

keeping this long-running show an integral 
part of the Saratoga Fall season. 

The 2015 Saratoga Showcase of 
Homes “People’s Choice” award winners 
were  McPadden Builders for the Classic 
Home category and Witt Construction for 
winning both the Executive and Luxury 
Home categories. 

Mark your calendars for the 2016 
Saratoga Showcase of Homes. The dates 
are set for September 17-18, 24-25 and 
October 1-2. For more details on the 
homes, builders, award winners and 
virtual tours of every home please visit 
www.saratogashowcaseofhomes.com.

Showcase charities receive 
$44,000; People’s Choice 
awards presented to builders

Builders Association; Tammy DiCara, President – Habitat for Humanity 
of Northern Saratoga, Warren & Washington Counties; Lisa Licata, Co-
Chair; Charles V. Wait Jr., Executive Vice President – Adirondack Trust 
Company.
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McPadden Builders’ first-ever entry awarded

McPadden Builders, with its first 

entry in the Saratoga Showcase 

of Homes in 2015, took top honors in 

the Classic category — winning the 

Realtors’ and People’s Choice awards 

for its entry at Craw Farm in Wilton.

Named the Chestnut, this 2,000 

sq. ft. Craftsman-style home featured a 

one level open floor plan with nine-

foot ceilngs, three bedrooms and 2.5 

baths, one of which was a Jack and 

Jill, a large laundry room and a side-

loading two-car garage.

Energy efficiencies included a 

Lennox 95% AFUE furnace and R-40  

Beno-therm cellulose attic insulation 

system.

A judge’s award was garnered 

for the  master suite’s bathoom, 

which had a large walk-in shower.  

Another was presented for the 

kitchen, designed by Curtis Lumber, 

and featuring Shaker-style cabinetry, 

granite counter tops, a walk-in pantry 

and a large center island.

The special attention that was 

given to the architectural details of the 

showhouse landed McPadden with a 

Workmanship award as well.
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McPadden Builders’ first-ever entry awarded
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Kohler fixtures in the kitchen and bathrooms for the McPadden house were provided 
by Security Plumbing and Heating Supply. The glass shower enclosures were from 
Precision Glass & Aluminum.

2016 Saratoga Showcase of Homes
Sept. 17-18 • Sept. 24-25 • Oct. 1-2
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Witt’s perfect empty nester cottage
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Taking the People’s Choice award for 
the Executive category at the 2015 

Saratoga Showcase of Homes was Witt 
Construction’s Brown Road Cottage in 
Stillwater. The three-bedroom 3,100 sq. 
ft. home with beautiful views of Saratoga 
Lake offers many features that make it the 
perfect empty nester cottage. 

Builder John Witt said this of the 
home’s concept: “It was an empty nester 

design with an open floor plan that lets the 
house live big for the amount of square 
footage it has.  It’s that perfect house for 
somebody whose kids are gone, but it has 
two bedrooms upstairs each with their 
own bathroom. There is a nice open lower 
level for exercise or flex space.   

Everything is on the first floor: 
master suite with master bath, walk-in 
closet, laundry off the mudroom and nice 

open floor plan with the kitchen, dining 
room, family room.  We originally had 
a screened porch designed for it, but I 
decided to open it up right to the house 
and make it a sunroom.”

The kitchen, which took the 
Judges’ award in this category, features a 
two-inch thick piece of Danby marble on 
the island and cabinetry designed by the 
firm’s own in-house designer.

Asked what he liked best about the 
house, Witt said, “I think the whole thing 
– living on the first floor. There are no 
steps. It’s all one floor. Then creating that 
sunroom on the main level really straight 
out from the kitchen, dining room and 
family room.  There’s no step down into it 
so it is really great for people who want to 
grow old and live comfortably in a home 
without a lot of maintenance.”

The cottage with its beautiful lake views has 
a scooped roof in the front that keeps water 
off the entry and walkway. It features beautiful 
Pella windows and doors from Crawford Door 
& Window Sales. 

A huge kitchen island features a two-inch 
thick Danby marble top. The stainless steel 
appliances are from Earl B. Feiden.

Witt’s perfect empty nester cottage
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ADOPT A 
SHELTER PET!

You will receive 
much more than you give.

Ph
ot

os
 ©

 R
an

da
ll 

Pe
rr

y 
Ph

ot
og

ra
ph

y

Custom built-ins and beautiful millwork are seen throughout the Brown Road cottage. The 
luxurious master bath offers plenty of storage and double vanities. Kohler plumbing fixtures in 
the kitchen and bathrooms were provided by Security Plumbing and Heating Supply. The cottage 
provides many custom details throughout, even built-in dog crates in the mudroom. 
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Pictured opposite page: The gourmet 
kitchen features Schrock cabinetry from 
Builders Kitchens. Fixtures in the kitchen and 
bathrooms for the Bella house were provided 
by Security Plumbing and Heating Supply. The 
glass shower enclosures were from Precision 
Glass & Aluminum. Pella windows and doors 
were supplied by Crawford Door and Window 
Sales. 
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Bella Home Builders’ 2015 Saratoga 

Showcase of Homes entry at Rolling 

Green in Wilton is truly a classic with its 

two bricked chimneys on each end.  This 

3,000+ sq. ft. traditional Colonial-inspired 

custom home features four bedrooms and 

3.5 baths.   

No wonder Bella won the Judges’ 

Award for workmanship in the Executive 

category! The exterior has 12” recessed 

paneled corners with dentil blocking 

throughout the eves and a genuine slate 

front porch covered by a tongue and 

groove ceiling.  Upon entering the home 

while in the foyer, the  custom trim is 

apparent.  The custom-designed multiple-

piece crown molding and picture-framed 

wall trim are exquisite. 

The focal point of this classic home 

is the family room with 18-foot cathedral 

ceilings.  Custom built-ins flank both sides 

of the energy-efficient fireplace. 

Andy Nolan of Builders Kitchens 

designed the award-winning gourmet 

kitchen. He worked with the homeowner 

to create a kitchen to suit the family’s 

lifestyle.  Stacked wall cabinets with glass 

doors were not a standard feature, but 

ones the homeowners wanted.  Schrock’s 

Entra line was selected for the cabinets 

and granite for the waterfall island. The 

homeowner, who also was the home’s 

interior designer, received a Judge’s award 

with Bella for her efforts. 

 The master bath featured a 

gorgeous herringbone tiled floor, a 

luxurious custom shower with beautifully 

tiled floor and walls, granite curbs and 

thresholds, and a frameless 3/8” thick 

glass with multiple shower heads.

Bella Home Builders’ award-winning workmanshipBella Home Builders’ award-winning workmanship

The family room features a vaulted ceiling and custom built-ins. Light streams in through energy 
efficient Pella windows and doors from Crawford Door and Window Sales.
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Belmonte Builders’ winning featuresBelmonte Builders’ winning features

It’s easy to see why The Chesapeake, 
Belmonte Builders entry in the 2015 

Saratoga Showcase of Homes, took the 
Realtors’ Choice Award in the Executive 
category. 

This feature-rich home offers an 
open floor plan with a first-floor master 

bedroom with a luxury retreat below, a 
sunroom and covered porch, and a Juliet 
balcony overlooking the foyer.  Wrought 
iron balusters, forged iron trim and wood 
beam accents provide a rustic look.

With three bedrooms and 2.5 bath-
rooms this 2500+ sq. ft. home at The Mill 

at Smith Bridge in Wilton is just what a 
range of potential buyers is seeking.

Having garnered Judges’ awards for 
Exterior Design, Interior Floor Plan, Smart 
Living and Landscaping, Belmonte once 
again has shown the quality of its Energy 
Star homes.
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2016 Vanguard Designer Showhouse
May 3 - 22

13 Sage Estates, Menands

Come tour this beautiful 5,000 sq. ft. Klersy-built home and 
support the Albany Symphony’s educational programs. 

Visit www.vanguard-aso.org for event details.

Advertisers!
Contact RCS Publications Ltd at rcs1prod@nycap.rr.com 

for Showhouse Program advertising information.
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Opposite: This Belmonte-built home features 
Pella windows and doors from Crawford Door 
and Window Sales throughout. The kitchen 
features stainless steel appliances from Earl B. 
Feiden and the glass shower enclosure in this 
bathroom  is from Precision Glass & Aluminum.
Above, wrought iron balusters and wood beam 
accents add a rustic look while the large open 
ceiling provides a bright living space.

2016 
Saratoga 

Showcase 
of Homes

Sept. 17-18 
Sept. 23-24  

Oct. 1-2
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Classic styling in Witt estate homeClassic styling in Witt estate home

It is easy to see why this 2015 Saratoga 
Showcase home by Witt Construction 

won both Realtors’ and People’s Choice 
awards and all the Judges’ awards in the 
Luxury category.  The 3,200+ sq. ft. home 
in a classic Saratoga Springs neighborhood  
was designed  as a traditional New 
England home with a connecting 
breezeway to a charming carriage house.

It offers a first-floor master suite, 
indoor and outdoor living spaces, custom 
woodwork and wide plank floors, and 

custom cabinetry by Witt in the kitchen.
Builder John Witt says this about 

the estate home: “That was a great house, 
one of my favorite homes that I’ve built.  
It has a really great sense of scale.  We 
designed it for the lot.  It is kind of a 
keyhole lot in the city of Saratoga Springs 
so we oriented the backyard to the south to 
gain passive solar.

It has a really nice floor plan that 
I call the open L. We’ve got the kitchen/
family room/dining room that creates the 

L and is all open.  But we separated them 
with case arches with nice molding that 
gives it a real definition of space.”

While a traditional New England 
style home it was designed for a 
contemporary lifestyle. As Witt notes: 
“The kitchen, family room and dining 
room all open up to the backyard and 
the pool. The four-panel  French doors 
open up from the family room out to the 
veranda, which is open to the pool area.  
Then off the kitchen we have the screened 
porch with the pizza oven and grill. Really 
handy right off the kitchen, which also 
had a great butler’s pantry with another 
sink and dishwasher.” There is a huge 
mudroom with a powder room off of that.

 The living room features a coffered 
ceiling with some half wall and millwork 
that separates the front hallway leading 
to the master suite and den. The master 
suite, which is tucked down a hallway is 
very private and overlooks the backyard.  
Upstairs there are three en suites and an 
additional laundry.

This home features beautiful Pella windows 
and doors from Crawford Door & Window 
Sales, plumbing fixtures from Security 
Plumbing and Heating Supply and shower 
enclosures from Precision Glass & Aluminum. 
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addition and remodel. It 
was impossible to tell where 
the old house ended and 
the new one began. The 
house truly has the “Witt” 
signature look and feel to it.  

For twenty five 
years I have also been the 
official photographer for 
the Saratoga Showcase 
of Homes, which this 
issue does a fine job of 
recapping. This is an event 
I look forward to each and 
every Fall, and it really 
seems to kick off the Fall 
season in Saratoga. It is a truly wonderful fundraiser benefiting 
both Habitat for Humanity of Warren, Washington and Saratoga 
Counties and Rebuilding Together Saratoga County. To date the 
organization has contributed more than $915,000 to our local 
charities. 

Another worthwhile fundraising event that I have been 
involved with for nearly 25 years is the Vanguard Designer 
Showhouse, the major fundraiser for the Albany Symphony 
Orchestra. Use of a home is donated to Vanguard for the three-
week event. A variety of very talented interior designers from 
the area transform the home into a showplace. Proceeds to 
tour the home benefit the Albany Symphony Orchestra’s many 
educational programs. This year’s home is a beautiful Klersy-
built home in the prestigious Sage Estates in Menands. Surely not 
to be missed. 

I want to thank each one of my clients who have supported 
me for 30 years now, for trusting me to make their work look 
its best. It truly is a privilege. I would also like to thank you, the 
readers who support this magazine and its advertisers and you 
who email me your comments on my article. If I can ever help 
you with your professional photography needs, I am only a phone 
call or email away. Happy Spring!

Randalll Perry

What’s the old expression, “time flies when you’re 
having fun”? Well for me it sure has. It has both flown 
by and has been fun. We are celebrating our 30th year 

in the Capital Region producing high quality award-winning 
architectural and interior photography for the area’s top builders, 
architects, designers and hospitality establishments. 

It all started more than 35 years ago. After four years of 
photography education between two colleges in Florida and 
North Carolina, I worked for the one of the largest studios in 
the country in North Carolina. It specialized in photographing 
furniture and case goods for that area’s furniture market. I did this 
same type of work again in a similar studio outside Manhattan 
for two more years. In 1984 I returned to the Capital Region and 
worked with a local photographer for a year-and-one-half before 
I opened my own studio in 1986. I was more of a generalist then 
who did products, people, food and model portfolios, but I always 
wanted to do what I was trained to do – homes and interior 
spaces. I worked at growing my business for seven years, then 
started getting calls for work outside the area. 

Always loving Cape Cod and vacationing there, I started 
working on the Cape in 1993 and opened an office there to better 
serve the client base that I had built in that area. This market was, 
and still is, for the hospitality industry, residential builders and 
many luxury inns and hotel properties. In 1999 I was introduced 
to the Naples, Florida market and have also been working there 
ever since. With the workload growing, I opened a third office in 
the Naples-Bonita Springs area, working for high-end residential 
home builders, interior design firms, architects and golf club 
communities. 

I have been very fortunate to have worked for some of 
the same clients from the early years, and have met so many 
wonderful and supportive people who have become friends along 
the way. Some of those clients include two of the builders in this 
Remodeling Edition for many years – Dett Otterback for over 15 
years and John Witt for 25 years. Both are very talented builders 
and remodelers, as you will read in their stories. The complexity 
and detail that is involved in these two remodels is remarkable. 
Seeing the Otterback project before construction had started, 
and then again at its completion makes me realize just how good 
they are. For Witt Construction, this was another remarkable 

For thirty years Randall Perry Photography has provided award-winning architectural 
photography services to the area’s top builders, designers, architects, construction firms and 
hospitality properties. Working through offices in Saratoga Springs NY, Bonita Springs FL 
and Cape Cod MA, his work has been featured in numerous trade and consumer publications 
as well as books on design and architecture, including his latest book, “Naples Florida, A 
photographic portrait.” To learn more about his work and view a portfolio of online images 
visit his website at www.randallperry.com or his office at 38 High Rock in downtown Saratoga 
Springs.  Or call 518.421.6834. Or email randall at randallperry@randallperry.com.

    IN FOCUS

Looking back over 30 years
Randall Perry on location in 2005.
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